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Diftri& of New Hampfhire, to wit, 


Be it REMEMBERED, That on this fixth day of Fuly, in the 
twenty ninth year of the Independence of the United States of Ame- 
rica, F-feph L Leigh, of the faid Diftrié, Merchant, hath dep: oftted in 
this office the title of a book whereof he claims as author, in the 
ewords following, to wit, ‘* The New Hampfhire New Jerufalem 
Magazine, and Primitive Religious Intelligencer.” Jn conform- 
tty to the AG of the Congre/s of the United States, entitled** An A& 
for the encouragement of learning by fecuring the copies of 
Maps, Charts and Books to the authors and proprietors of tuch 
copies during the times therein mentioned.” And alfo to ** An 
A& fupplementary to an aét for the encouragement of learning 
by fecuring the copies of Maps, Charts and books to the authors 
and proprietors of fuch copies during the times therein mention- 
ed, and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of defigning, 
engraving and.etching, hiftorical and other prints.” 
R. CUTTS SHANNON, 
Clerk of the Difirict Court of New Hampfhire Diffri&. 


A true copy of Record, Atteft, 
R. CUTTS SHANNON, 
Clerk of the Difiri Court of N. Hamp/hire Difirif, 































And I John, faw the Holy City, New Jerufalem, coming down from 
God, out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hufband, 
Rev, XXi. 2 
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ADDRESS: 


To the Readers of the Theological Writings of 
BARON EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
At Portfnsuth, N. H. and the towns in its vicinity. 


RESPECTED FRIENDS AND BROTHERS, 


ABMITTING the works I have had fora 
number of years back in circulation, of that fuper- 
eminent and diftinguifhed meflenger of the Moft 
High, EmManurer SwEDENBORG, and other diftin- 
guifhed members of the New Ferufalem Church, have 
been inftrumental at the finger of Omnipotence in dtf- 
pelling the clouds in any uf your minds with which the 
fun of Heaven for centuries paft feems to have been 
nearly in a total eclipfe, the great objet of my wifhes 
will in a mcafure be obtained ; and however copious 
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and expreffive my native language 1s, it would fail me 
in the fame line of proportion as a drop to the ocean, to 
fee tt wholly complete by conciliating the affeétions of 
the great whole. According to my tdea, it ts incom- 
patible with that divine attribute, + LOVE, that man, 
when he fulfils the defign of Omnipotence in his creation 
can be right in taking of any meafures that have a ten- 
dency to enflame the pajfions “of his fellow men, fo that 
anftead of their being a band of brothers, it 15 to be 
deeply regretted and lamented that in the days we live 
in, to fuch alarming lengths the pafhons of fo many 
of our fellow men are worked ub, that the Mller 
tion perhaps of millions, will be a natural confequence, 
untefs the intervening hand of that Omnipotent Being, 
at whofe munificent hands we mortals are fo dependent 
fhall otherways determine. The cafe with you, If 
would wifh to indulge a hope, is far otherways. The 
inclemency of the e feafon and fome other caufes, prevents 
my committing to the prefs fome very valuable works, 
which however will foon make their appearance. With 
advice of friends a copy of the incorporated confirtution 
of the New Ferufalem Church at the city of Baltimore 
is now made public ; a catechifm for the Lord's new 
church ; a feleétion of hymns now in ufe among ft the 
brethren in Europe and elfewhere ; a form of prayer 
for the civil magiftrates, which according to my idea, 
forms the bulwark of genuine liberty: likewife a form 
of prayer for all that have not yet entered in at the 
right gate, by living a life of obedience, according to 
the light that is within them ; tne tranflator’s pre Lace to 
a book entitled “The Doétrine of the New Fer ufalem 
concerning the Lord,” which will conftitute part of a 
uture number ; and that it may have a tendency to 
eftablifh each one of you more firmly in the faith, as 
well to en light en and reclaim every reader, 1s the fer- 
vent wilh of each one’s fincere friend and well wifher, 
JOSEPH LEIGH. 


Portfmouth, Feb. §, 1895 ——46. 
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A COPY of the Incorporated CONSTITUTION, 
of the NEW FERUSALEM CHURCH, 
in the City of Baltemore. 
New Jerufalem Church, State of Maryland, Jan. 1, 1804, 
Baltimore County, ff: 


Be IT REMEMBERED, That WE, whofe 
names are hereunto fubfcribed in the book of records 
of this church, being a majority of all the male mem- 
bers above the age of twenty one years, belonging 
to the chriflian church now known by the name of 
“THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH,” re- 
fiding in Baltimore county aforefaid, in purfuance of 
an att of the general aflembly of the State of Mary- 
land, paffed at November feflion, 1802, entitled 
* An act to incorporate certain perfons in every 
chriftian church or congregation in this State,” Have 
this day affembled together, at the New Jerufalem 
Temple, corner of York and Exeter ftreets, in Old 
Town, in the city of Baltimore, being the place or- 
dinarily ufed for public meetings of our church, 
agreeably to public notice given the preceding 
Sabbath in the faid Temple to the congregation ; 
and with the Rev. Joun HarcGrove, our prefent 

officiating minifter, have duly eletted, according to 
law, and ‘the common ufage of our church, viz. by 
ballot, the foliowing feven fober and difcreet per- 
fons, to wit. Henry Didier, Nathaniel Knight, Dan- 
iel Lammot, Jofeph Prefbury, George Higfon, 
David Veskas and Peter Collin, to aét as the prefent 
truftees and atting committee of the faid church, and 
together with the aforefaid John Hargrove, officiat- 
ing minifter of our church for the time being, to be 
a body politic or corporate by the name, flile. and 
title of ** The Minifier and Aéting Committee of the 
New Ferufalem Church in the city of Baltimore.” 


” 


And we do allo hereby agree upon the following 
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plan of perpetuating the fucceffion of the faid min- 
ifter and atiing committee of our church, and of 
afcertaining the proper.qualifications of all our fu- 
ture members, whether they be male or female, 
minifter, truftees or others, as are contained within 
the following feven articles,’viz. 

Article 1. All perfons who are of a fair moral 
character, fhal! be confidered eligible for church 
memberfhip ; provided that at their admiffion by the 
minifter they folemnly declare their firm belief in 
the fole and fupreme divinity of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and their obligations to live in obedience to 
his holy commandments ; but no fuch member fhall 
be confidered eligible to vote in any eleétions or 
other bufinefs of the church previous to his having 
arrived to the age of twenty one years, nor for the 
office of a truftee or member of the aéting committee 
of this church, previous to his being baptized into 
the particuiar Faith of the faid church, to wit, * In 
the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift.”. And no perfon 
fhall be confidered as eligible for the office of a min- 
ifter of this church previous to fuch baptifm, and a 
folemn acknowledgment, that he firmly believes in 
the divine in{piration, fan@ity and authority of the 
books which compofe the holy fcriptures as particu- 
Jarized by the Baron Emanuel Swedenborg ; and 
that he will preach no doétrine contrary thereunto, 
or to the tenets contained in the theological writings 
of the faid Emanucl Swedenborg ; believing that he 
was fent by the Lord Jefus Chrift, to open the true 
fpiritual fenfe of the holy fcriptures for the benefit 
of the future church of Chritt. 

Article 2. The a&ting committee above named, 
fhall within one month after the execution of this 
inftrument of incorporation caufe the fame to be 
entered at full length en the book of records of this 
church which has “already been provided, together 
with all the future important tranfa€tions, which book 
is to be depofited in the care of the minifter for the 
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time being; and all the prefent members of this 
church fhal! therein fubfcribe their names at the foot 
of this inftrument of incorporation ; and all others 
who in future may become members of this church, 
fhall alfo fub{cribe their names in the book and place 
aforefaid. And fuch male members, and no others, 
fhall be entitled to a vote in any of the proceedings 
of this church, whether fuch proceedings relate to 
the ele€tion of a minifter, truftees, or matters of 
private difcipline and bufinefs. 

Article 3. The members qualified to vote as 
aforefaid, fhall affemble annually on the firft Sab- 
bath of January at the Temple aforefaid, in order to 
vote by ballot for a new a€éting committee or truftees 
for the faid church qualified as beforementioned ; 
and fuch newly chofen truftees or aéting commit- 
tee, being the fame in number as their predeceffors, 
fhall fucceed to the office of truftees or aéting com- 
mittee of this church; the former officers however 
fhall ftill be confidered eligible for re-ele€tion from 
time to time ; and in cafe of death, removal, refign- 
ation or expulfion of any of the aforefaid truftees at 
any time, the remaining number of that body thall 
ele& by ballot from fuch of the other male members 
of the church as are eligible, another to fupply fuch 
vacancy until the next annual eleéction. 

Article 4. The minifter for the time being, jointly 
with the truftees or a€ting committee, or a majority 
of them fhall have power to form bye laws, for the 
internal regulation and difcipline of the church, 
which when approved of by a majority of all the 
male members of the church, convened for that pur- 
pofe, fhall be entered at full length upon the book 
of records of the church, and be as valid and bind- 
ing upon all the members, whether male or female 
as if they had been particularly fpecified and incor- 
porated into this conftitution. 

Article 5. The miniter, acting committee for 
the time being, and other male members of this. 
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incorporation, referve to themfelves the right of 
altering, amending or repealing any ‘one or all - the 
articles which form this incorporation, provided that 
two thirds of all the fubfcribing male members agree 
thereto, by a vote as aforefaid. New articles how- 
ever may be added to this inftrument of incorpora- 
tion, provided a majority of ali the fubfcribing male 
members agree thereto, by a vote as aforefaid ; and 
it fhall be the duty of the minifter and a&ting com- 
mittee, or a majority of the a€ting committee, in cafe 
of refufal by the minifter, to fign fuch alterations, | 
amendments, repeals or new articles fo agreed upon, 
either by two thirds, or a majority of all the male 
members of the church as aforefaid, and to caufe 
them to be acknowledged and regiftered according 
to Jaw, in the clerk’s office of Baltimore county court 
as part of this a€t of incorporation. 

Article 6. All the buildings, books and other 
property now acquired by the members of this 
church, or hereafter to be acquired by purchales, 
donations, wills or otherwife, are vefted in the afore- 
faid body corporate or politic, to wit, The minifter 
and aéting committee of the New Jerufalem Church, 
and their legal fucceflors chofen as aforefaid, i 
truft however for the fole ufe and intereft of the faid 
church. And all concerns of a mere temporal 
nature are hereby placed under the direétion and 
control of the faid body corporate or politic ; but 
all things which relate to divine worfhip and the good 
of fouls, are to be under the fole direttion of the 
officiating minifter for the time being ; whofe duty 
it fhall be to perform divine fervice once at leafk 
every Sabbath, ficknefs and cafualties excepted, and 
not to leave the congregation more than one week 
at any time, without firlt obtaining the confent of a 
majority of the a€ting committee for the time being. 
He fhall remain in office until removed by a vote of 
two thirds of all the truftees, for a charge of immor- 
ality, preaching contrary to the tenets of the New 

















New Ferufalem Church. 9” 


Jerufalem Church, or for negle& of his minifterial 
duties as above defcribea. He fhall be entitied 
during his remaining in office to occupy the whole 
parfonage houfe and lot, rent free ; but to have no 
other {pecific claims on the church for his fervices, 
except what may be given him bv a free annual fub- 
{cription. It is alfo further refolved upon, and 
underftood as part of this article of incorporation, 
that no debts on account of the church, above the 
Jum of fifty dollars fhall be contraéted by the aforefaid 
truftees or ating committee ; nor any transfers or 
fales of the church property ‘be effeéted by them, 
previous to their obtaining the confent of a majority - 
of all the fubfcribing male members. 

Article 7. In cale of a vacancy happening in the 
minifterial department, by reafon of death, removal, 
refignation or expulfion; the aéting committee thall 
have power in themfelves, and their legal fucceffors 
chofen as before defcribed, to aél and tranfaét all 
matters and things relative to the temporal affairs of 
the church, tntil they can fupply themfelves again 
with a tales. who fhali be chofen by a majority of 
ail the male members of the church, convened for 
that purpofe : and all fuch bufinefs and a&ts of the 
committee fo far as they are confiftent with the 
powers granted them in this conftitution, fhall be 
valid and binding on all the church. It is further 
refolved and hereby agreed upon, that in cafe of 
vacancy in the minifterial department, it fhall be the 
duty of the truftees or a€ting committee aforefaid 
to caufe the Temple to be opened regularly and 

conftantly every Sunday morning, at the ufual hour 
of public worfhip ; in order that the members of the 
church, and other well difpofed perfons, may have 
accefs to the library for their edifcation; and if 
thought proper, by a majority of the truftees or act- 
ing committee, they may themfelves, or any other 
member, taking it in rotation, orahey may procure, 
ifin their power, a fuitable perfonyfo read the morn- 
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ing fervice according to the eftablifhed Liturgy of 
the New Jerufalem Church ; a chapter of the holy 
{criptures ; and a felect portion of the theological 
writin7’s of the Baron Emanuel Swedenborg, as may 
be coniidered belt adapted to the ftate of the church, 
concluding with a hymn of the reverend Jofeph 
Proud’s colleGion and the Lord’s prayer. 

WE the minifter and aéting committee of the 
New ferufalem Church aforefaid, Do hereby de- 
clare, that the foregoing proceedings herein men- 
thoned and alluded to, have been duly and legally 
conduéted according to law, and the difcipline of 
our church. 

In teftimonvy whereof, We have hereunto fub- 
feribed our names and afhixed our corporate feal the 


day and year firft abovewritten. 
JOHN HARGROVE, Minifter. 





HENRY DIDIER, “ 
DANIEL LAMMOT, iP 
NATHANIEL KNIGHT, ! 0 
{z. s.) JOSEPH PRESBURY, ?2 
GEORGE HIGSON, a: 
DAVID YERKES, l= 
PETER COLLIN. J 8 





Baltimore County, to wit. 

On the 4th day of February, 1804, before us the fubfcribers, twe 
of the suffices of the peace for the county aforefaid appeared the above 
named John Hargrove, Henry Didier, Daniel Lammot, Nati’} 
Knight, Fofeps Prefbury, George Higfin, David Yerkes, and Peter 
Collin, and acknowled: ged the above infirument of writing to be their 
adi and deed, and that the proceedings aforesaid have been legally 
and duly concluded. ROBERT GORSUCH, 

OWEN DORSEY. 


he as 
—— 





A Carecuism for the ufe of the New Cuurcu. 
Queft. W"s A'T are you ? An/. A human creature. 
. What is a human creature ? 
A. An mg and likenefs of Almighty God. 
OQ. What is God? 
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A. Godis a Being of infinite love and wifdom, the 


creator and preferver of all things, both in heaven 


and earth. 
Cat. Repeat the articles of thy belief. 


A. I believe that Jehovah God, the creator of, . 


heaven and earth, is one in effence and in perfon, in 
whom is a divine Trinity, confifting of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and that the Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift is that God. 

I believe that Jehoyah God himfelf came down 
from heaven as divine — which js the word, and 
took upon him human natfffe, for the purpofe of re- 
moving hell from man, of reftoring the heavens to 
order, and of preparing the way for anew church 
aor earth; and that*herein confifts the true nature 

redemption, which was effeéted folely by the om- 
nipotence of the Lord’s divine humanity. 

I believe in the fanétity of the word, and that it 
containeth a three fold fenfe, viz. cele ftial, {piritual 
and natural, which are united by correfpondences ; 
and that in each fenfe it is divine truth, accommodat- 
ed refpeflively tothe angels of the three heavens, 
and alfo to men on earth. “ 

I believe that evil a€tions ought not to be done, 
becaufe they are of the devil, and from the devil. 

I believe that good aGiions ought to be done, be- 
eaufe they are of God, and from Gad ; and they 
fhould be done by man as of himfelf; neverthelefs, 
under this acknowledgment and belief, that they are 
from the Lord operating with him and by him, 

I believe, that immediately on the death of the 
material body, which will never be reaflumed, man 
rifes again as to his fpiritual or fubftantial body, 
wherein he exifteth ina perfeft human form, and 
that thus death is only a continuation of life. 

I believe that the laft judgment is accomplifhed 
in the fpiritual world, and that the former heaven 
and the former earth, or the old church are paffed 
away, and that all things are become new. 
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I believe that now is the fecond advent of the Lord 
which Is a coming not in perfon, but in the power 
and glory of the fpiritual fenfe of his holy word, 
which is himfelf. And I believe that the Hol» City, 
New Jerufalem, i is now defcending from God out of 
Heaven prepared asa bride adorned for her hufband. 

What doft thou learn from this Creed ? 

A. I learn, 1ft. that there is one God, the creator 
of heaven and earth, and that the fame God is the re- 
deemer and regenerator of mankind. ed. That his 
holy word is the fountain of wifdom both to angels 
and men. gd. That mam as to his {pirit never dies, 
but that his eternal flate is fixed and determined by 
his prefent life in the material body, whether it be 
good or bad. 4th. That the Lord is now eftablifh- 
ing anew church, which is the new Jerufalem [pokea 
of in the Revelation. 

Q. You fay there is a divine Trinity in the Lord, 
confifting of Father, Son and Holy Spirit ; how can 
thefe three be comprehended in one perfon ? 

A. Even as in the individual man there is a human 
irinity of foul, body, and operation ; fo is there a 
divine Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in the 
Perfon of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

What is meant by the Father ? 

A. Diyine love. or divine good, anfwering to the 

foul of man. In other words it is the naked divinity. 
What is the Son? 

A. Divine wifdom, or divine truth, anfwering to 
the body of man. In other words, it is the divine 
humanity. 2 

OQ. And what is the Holy Spirit ? 

A. It is the mivine proceeding of love and wifdom 
from the diy ¢ humanity of our Lord, an{wering to 
the operations ba man’s foul and bady together. 

QO. What doft thou know of the holy word ? 

A. I believe it is a revelationiof the will of my 
heavenly Father, and therefore I reverence it for his 
fake, and becaule it teaches me to love the Losd 
above all things, and my neighbor as myfelf. 
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Q. Which are the books of the word? + | 

A. All thofe which have the internal fenfe, whith 
are as follow; that is to fay, in the Old Teftament, 
ihe five beghe of Mofes, called Genefis, Exodus, Lee 
uiticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy ; the book of Fofh- 
ua, the book of Fudges, the two books of Samuel, the twa 
books of Kings, the Pfalms of David, the Prophets, 
Tfaiah, Feremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Ho- 


fea, Foel, Amos, Ubediah, Fonah. Micah, Nahum, Ha- 


‘bakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi : 
and im the New Teftament, the four Evangelifts, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, Fohn, and the Revelation. 

« What will become of you after death ? 

A. If I live a good life, I fhall be received into 
heaven by the Lord, and be forever happy ; but if I 
live wickedly, I fhall be turned into hell and be mif- 
erable to all eternity. 

. What doft thou mean by the new church, or 
New Jerufalem ? 
_ A. By the New Church I mean a new manifefta- 
tion of divine goodnefs and truth, in the unfolding 
of the internal fenfe of the holy word, whereby I 
may be more immediately conjoined to the Lord, if 
I keep his commandments. 

Q. How many commandments are there ? A. Ten. 

Cat. Reptat them ? 

A. In the goth chapter of Exodus, God f{pake all 
thefe words, faying, 

I. Iam Jehovah thy God, who brosail thee out 
of the earth of Egypt, out of the houfe of fervants. 
Thou fhalt not have other gods before my “face. 
Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf a graven image, nor 
any likenefs which is in the heavens from above, or .- 
which is in the earth from beneath, or which isin the | 
waters from under the earth. Thou fhalt not bow 
down thyfelf to them nor ferve them, for I Jehovah 
thy God am a jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the fons, upon the third and fourth, to 
them that hate me, and fhewing mercy unto thoufands 
to them that love me and keep my commandmeuis. 
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II. Thou fhalt not take the name of Jehovah thy 
God in vain ; for Jehovah will not reuder him inno. 
cent that taketh his name in vain. 
© IIL. Remember the day of fabbath, to fanftify it. 

Six days fhalt thou labour, and do all thy work, ard 
the feyenth day is a fabbath to Jehoyah thy God, 
Thou fhalt not do any work, thou, and thy fon, and 
thy daughter, thy man fervant, and thy maid fervant, 
and thy beaft, and the ftranger which is in thy gates, 
for in fix days Jehovah made heaven and earth, the 
fea, and all that is in them, and refted in the feventh 
day, therefore Jehovah bleffed the day of fabbath, 
and fanétified it. 

IV. Honor thy father and thy mother to the end 
that thy days may be prolonged upon the land which , 
Jehovah thy God giveth thee. 
~ WV. Thou fhalt not kill, 

VI. Thou fhalt not commit adultery. 

VII. Thon fhalt not fteal. 

VIII. Thou fhalt not anfwer againft thy neigh- 
bor the witnefs of a lye. 

IX. Thou fhalt not covet thy neighbor's houfe. 

X. Thou fhalt not coyet'thy neighbor’s wife, nor 
his man fervant, nor his maid fervant, nor his ox, nor 
his afs, nor any thing that is thy. neighbor’s. 

Q. What is the great end and defign’of thefe com- 
mandments ? 

A. They teach me to worthip and acknowledgeq, 
the true God of heaven and earth, to fhun continu- 
ally all evils as fins againft him, to renounce the loves 
of felf and of the world, and to love the Lord 
above all things, and my neighbor as myfelf. 

Q. Art thou able of thine own ftrength todo this ? 

A. No; but by the diyine mercy of the Lord,and 
his continual affiftance, I truft I fhall be enabled ta 
love and obey him all the days of my life; and there- 
fore I offer up my prayers unto him, agreeable to his’ 
holy word, in the following manner : 

Our father who art in the heavens ; hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
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as in heaven; fo alfo upon earth. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we alfo 
forgive our debtors: And lead us not into temptas 
tion, but deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kings + 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ages. Amen. 

Q. How many ordinances hath the Lord appointed 
— in his church ? | a 
‘ Aad o, baptifm and the holy fupper, which are 
the two pillars of heaven and the church. 

. at is the ufe of baptifm ? 

A. There are three ufes in baptifm. The firft is 
introdu@tion into the chriftian church, and at the 
fame time infertion among chriftians in the fpiritual 
world. The fecond ufe is, that the perfon baptized. 
may know and acknowledge the Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, and follow him. The third and laft ufe 
@abaptifm is, that man may be regenerated. 

©. Does baptifm itfelf confer either faith or falva- 
tion ? 

A. No: itis only a fign that the perfon baptized 
may receive faith, and that he may be faved, if he is ; 
regenerate. 

Q. What is the ule of the holy fupper ? 

A. Bread and wine in the holy fupper reprefent the 
divine good and divine truth of the Lord's divine 
humanity ; which being received in charity and faith, 
are produétive of a€tual conjunétion with him, and 
more immediate communion with the angels of heav- 
en. Thus eating and drinking are aéts of a Mirituak 
nature; and thus the holy fupper becomes a figningy 
fealing, certifying and witneffing, even before the 
angels, that the worthy receiver is a child of God ; 
and moreover, as a key to his houfe in heavén 
where he fhall dwell to all eternity. 
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| iG Prayers. 


A Prarer for the Prefident of thefe United States, both Houfes 
of the Legiflature, and all Magiftrates. 

LORD Jfefus Chrift, moft glorious and om. 

nipotent Father of all, high and mighty King 
of kings and Lord of lords, ip from thy heavenly 
throne beholdeft all the inhabitants of the earth, we 
befeech thee to blefs and defend the Prefident of 
thefe United States, and both Houfes of the Legifla- 
tufe. We pray thee alfo to give our Senators wif- 
dom and true underflanding. Endueail magiflrates 
with the love of equity and truth, that they may €x- 
ecute juftice and judgment in thy fear, to the ad- 
vancement of thy glory, the good of mankind, and 
the happinefs, peace and profperity of thefe Untied 
States. Replenifh them with the grace of thy Holy 
Spirit, open their hearts for the reception of thy heav- 
enly influx, that being guided by thee in all their 
ways, they may become ornaments of thy new church 
on earth, and at laft be received into thy new angelic 
heaven, to praife and glorify thy holy name, world 
without end. Amen, 





A PRAYER for the Bishops, Prie ” and Minifters of the Old 
Church, & 


LMIGHTY and evel Lord Jefus, who 


by thy divine humanity alone workeft great and 


marvellous works s, we intreat thee to look down in 
mercy upon all bifhops, priefts and minifters of the 
former church, and upon all.congregations under 
their diretion. Convert them, we befeech thee, to 
the knowledge of thyfelf, aid teach them by thy holy 
word, that in thy divine perfon alone all the fulnefs 
of the Godhead dwelleth bodily. May they all be 
brought by the door into thy true fheepfold, and in 
due time be admitted within the gates of thy holy 
city, the New Jerufalem, now defcending from thee 
out ofheaven. Grant this, we humbly befeech thee, 


for the honor and glory of thy great and holy name. 
Amen. 
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Preface to a book entitled ** The Doétrine of the New Ferufalem 


concerning the Lord. 


Pee fabje€& inculcated in the following pages 
ref{p oats the direét worfhip of, and living faith 
in, the Tord. the Redeemer. Itis calcuiated to fub- 
vert the weak and dangerous opinions of the Atheift, 
Deift, Socinian and Arian, concerning the chriftian 
Itord. fo prevalent at this day ; and to point out what 
that living angelic chriftian faith is, again{t which the 
gates of hell cannot prévail. Herein is fhewn from 
the. cleareft texts of holy writ, as well as from ration- 
al argument thence deduced, that the Lord Jefus 
Chrift is the one glorified divine perfon, in whom 
dwells the fulnefs of the godhead bodily ;_ who hav- 
ing all power in heaven and in earth, is the alpha, or 
only giver of eternal life, as well as the omega or fint 
ifher * all falvation in the foul of man, and to whom 
all chriftians ought to look in ftedfaft faith for affit- 
ance, defence and ftrength, in all the various ftages 
of their regeneration. ‘The true nature of chriftian 
redempuon is here pointed out, in a brief and intelli- 
gible manner ; whercin is clearly fhewn, that unlefs 
the Lord had come into the world, -and affumed a 
humanity for thé accomplifhment thereof, and as a 
mean whereby the infirmities and corruptions of hu- 
man nature might be further approached and wrought 
upon, no mortal could have been faved ; the enlight- 
ened reader will hence alfo be enabled to fee, that 
the effe&ts of the grand work of redemption, are not 
confined merely to the people called chriftians, or to 
this earth only, but extended to all human beings in 
all the univerfe of worlds, faving and bleffing all who 
are faithful to their refpettive difpenfations, ani! 
thereby acquire a capacity, hereafter to receive and 
acknowledge u1M, whois * The true light wee 4 
every man that cometh into the world ;” ** The way, t 
truth, and the life.” Johni. g. xiv, 6. : 
It cannot.be too much lamented, that the genera’ - 
ity of men know not whom they worfhip. They are 
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diftra&ed with variety, and clouded with ignorance. Some 
know not whether they fhould worfhip the Father, the Son, or 
the Holy Spirit, fometimes addrefling one and fometimes anoth- 
er, as difliné beings or perfons. In general, prayer is addrefled 
to the unknown God. It was not thus, in the firft times of the 
chriftian church, before the inundation of wealth and worldly 
fpirit extinguifhed the light, when haughty and imperious pre- 
lates, of bitter tefpers and ambitious views, began to lord it 
over God’s heritage, charity became negleé&ted and difefteemed, 
and what they called faith, a contention for mere opinions, was 
the principal thing regarded. Thick darknefs then began to 
overfpread the earth, metephyfical fubtlety was exerted to rec- 
oncile imprtitoilities, and contented ignorance was to acquieice 
in what it could never undertiand. It was about the fourth 
century that the abomination of defolation began to ftand in 
the holy place, until which time chriftians feem in general to 
have worfhipped the one true and living and manifelted God, 
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as one. This 
is indeed denied by fome, but a few quotations from the writ- 
ings of thofe who immediately fucceeded the apoltles, may put 
the matter out of all doubt. 

Clemens Romanus, who is mentioned by St. Paul, fays, that 
“ we ought to think of Jefus Chrift as of God,” and urging his 
example as an inftance of great humility, he fays, “ Our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, who is the {ceptre of the majefly of God, came not 
in the pomp of vain glory and fplendor, although he coum have 
aflumed them, but he came in lowlinefs of mind.” “ Jefus is 
the defender and helper of our weaknefs ; by him the eyes of 
the heart are opened ; through him our’barren and darkened 
underftanding is invigorated and gladdened with his marvellous 
light.” . 
Paftor Hermas fays, ‘* The name of the Son of God is great 
and immenfe, and the whole world is fupported by him.” 

St. Ignatius, the difciple of St. John, fays, * I glority Jefus 
Chrift, the God who thus hath made us wife. He is God 
cloathed in flefh. Conficver the times, and expeét him who is 
above alltime ; eternal, inv: fible, yet for our fakes made vifble.”? 

oa lycarp favs, that ‘ Jetus Chrift fuffered for us, that we 

ight live in him ; let us therefore imitate his patience, and if 
we we afk r for his name, let us glorify him.” When he was urged 
by the Roman proconful to deny Chrift, and thus fave his own 
life, he returned this memorable anfwer ; ‘ Eighty and fix years 
have I now ferved Chisit, and he hath never done me the leaft 
injury ; how then fhall I blafpheme my King, my Saviour ?” 

Athenay oras, the chriftian philofopher at Athens fays, ** By 
the Son of God, and through him, wereall things made, the 
Pather and the Son being one ; the Son being in the Father, and 
the Father in the Son, in the unity and power of the fpirit.”” 
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Juftin Martyr fays, that “ He is both Chrift and the adorable 
God. 33 

Ignatius fays of Chrif, that ** being invifible, he took man- 
hood upon him and became vifible ; being incomprehenfible, 
he became comprehenfible. being the word he became man 3” 
«taking on him the perfection of the paternal charaéter, to the 
end that as we all die in the animal breath, which we derive 
from Adam, fo we fhail all be made alive by the fpiritual life.” 

Clemens Alexandrinus fays, “ Now has appeared to men this 
word, who alone is both God and man, the caufe of all good to 
us, by whom ceing inftructed to live well, we are conduéted to 
eternal life.” The Lord himfelf it was who fpake by Ifaiah, 
Elijah and the prophets ; the tenderly merciful God, defirous 
of man’s falvation, made himfelf of nd reputation” “Oman, 
believe on him, wno is man and God ; put your trult in him 
who liveth, the God of your worfhip.”  , 

On Gen. xxxii. 19, he fays, that God refufed to tell his name, 
for ‘*he referved his new name for a new and an infant people, 
and the Lord God was then namelefs, not having yet been made 
a man.” 

On quoting Ifaiah ix. 6, he fays, **O the great God! O the 
perfedt child! The Son in the Father, and the Father in the 
Son.” He makes this folemn addrefs. ‘* We will implore the 
word, te merciful to thy children, O guiding Father, O Lord, 
the Son and . ather both one.’ 

Clemers alfo calls Chrift by feveral appellations ; among 
others he fays, *“* Gather to gether thy fimple children, O King 
of iaints, and thepherd of rational theep, that betng a choir of 
peace, the children of Chrift, a temperate people, we may with 
fimplicity fing to him who ts alike the mighty child, who is alike 
the God of pe: nce,” 

Tertullian fays, “The kingdom and the name of Chrift are 
extended without limits ; he is every where believed in; he is 
worfhipped in al! nations ‘ he reigns every where ; he is adored 
every where ; he is every where offered to the acceptance of all; 
with him is not refpecét of perfons ; be is King and Judge, God 


‘and Lord toall.”) ** Thereis one God the Father, and befides 


him there is none other, which he who infers, denies not the Son, 
but another God ; for the Son is not another God from the 
Father.”’ 

The learned and the amiable Origen fays, “ Love the Father 
in the Son, and the Son inthe Father, with all your heart, and 
with all your foul, and with all your ftrength.” ‘* The word 
which was in the form of God, defcended to man, that he ihe 
be comprehended by man, and yet without inducing any chang 
of good into evil. He who became the phyfician of f foul, receiv- 
ed no infeétion from the ills he remediec. ‘The word, the im- 
mortal God condeicended to man, who is unable to look apon 
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the light and fplendor of the godhead.; he became fiefh, fpeak- 
ing in a body, till be who received or heard him thus, being by 
little and little fublimed by the word, fhould be enabled to be- 
hold him in his original form.” “ All things are fubjec to 
him, in the right of his Majefty and ‘ie neceflity of power ; in 
this view he is the Almighty and the univerfal King, but the 
fecond fpecies of his fovereignty is not by coercion, but by in- 
vitation and perfuation ; ; not by exerted power, but by compaf- 
fion and lenity.” 

Doxologies are frequently afcribed to Jefus Chrift, and he is 
made the object of adoration, becaule he indeed is the God who 
heareth prayer. ‘Thus, ** Come, I befeech thee, O Lord Jefus, 
and wafh the feet of thy fervants and purge away the filth of 
thy fons and thy daughters > wath the teet of-our minds, that 
calting off our old garments, we may imitate and follow thee.” 
Orig. Hom. 8,in Jud. Tom.i. p. 219. Let us acknowledge 
our own infufficiency, and with proltrate fupplications implore 
the word, that pouring himfelf by his grace into our underftand- 
ings, he will condefcend to illumine what is dark, to lay open 
the things which are clofed up, and to reveal his fecrets.”’ Peri. 
Archon. I. 2. ¢. 9. 

Arnobius, in his treatife to the Gentiles, argues from Chrilt’s 
miraculous works in proof of his divinity , ** He is the God of 
the infernal powers, he effected thefe wonders by the mere power 
of his own name.” 1. 1. 

Hypolitus fays, that ‘* Jefus Chrift coming into the world, was 
both God and man; his ‘atin may be eafily comprehended 
from the feveral imbecilities which chara@erized the feveral fuf- 
ferings that afflicted him. lbut his godhead may be eafily dif- 
cer ned from the adoration of angels, the numerous miracles 
which he performed, and the powers which he imparted to his 
difciples. 

Cor®-ntine, in his oration to the church, publifhed by Eufe- 
bius, has quoted an acroltic from tie Erythean Sibyl, which 
afferts, ** that believers and unbelievers fhall behold the mof 
high God cloathed tn ficth ; who is our God the Saviour, the 
immortal King. 


Dionyfius, in a letter writes thus; “ It is neceflary that the 
divine word fhould be one with the God of the univerfe; and 
that the Holy Ghott fhould adhere and refidein God ; it is like- 


wife negeffary that the holy trinity fheuld converge into unity ; 


and, as it were, draw toa point or dummit, which is the Almich- 
ty God of the univerfe.”’ 

The above patiages, fele&ed from many others, and moftly 
within the three firil centuries, exhibit a different picture of 
chriftianity, to what we fee it in the inventions of the fucceeding 
ages of the church, when men began to divide the divine nature, 
and to make grois and unicriptural dillin@tions. Here is noar- 
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bitrary mercy extended only to a few, no fancied imputation, 


or partial election ; but views ,clear and fimple. God conde- 
fcending to become man, that man thereby redeemed and re- 
ftored, might be a partaker of a divine nature. They likewife 
plainly evince the fallibility of thofe, who not only explain away 
the plain declarations of the Lord himfelf and his apoftles, but 
alfo take upon them to affert that adoration was not offered to 
Jefus Chrift as God, in the firft ages of the church. Itis to be 
feared, that fuch perfons are thofe of whom the apoftle prediés, 
“‘ who being deceived by a vain philofophy, would bring herefies 
into the church, denying the Lord that bought them.” 

But it may be ufeful to obferve further in this place, that the 
teftimony of the firft chriftians, may alfo be adduced in favor 
of the internal or fpiritual fenfe of the facred I[criptures, which 
is occafionally introduced in the following traé& concerning the 
Lord. ‘Thus the apoftle Paul, fpeaking of Abraham’s fons by 
a bond maid and a tree woman, fays, Thefe things are an alle- 
gory, &c. Gal. iv.24. And Peter, inthe 2d chapter of the Ads, 
exprefsly declares, that Joel’s prophecy concerning the fun being 
turned into darknefs and the moon into blood, &c. was fulfilled 
at the time of the defcent of the Holy Ghoft; by which it is 
plain that: he underilood the prophecy {piritually and not natur- 
ally. It isevident alfo from many parts of the writings of thofe 
who were called the fathers of the chriltian church, that they 
conceived ghe literal fenfe of the fcriptures to be reprefentative of 
a certain {piritual fenie with which they were not fully acquaint- 
ed, but which at the time of the Lord’s fecond advent they ex- 
pected would be clearly revealed. Origen particularly fays, 
that the firft advent of Jefus was but a type and fhadow of his 
fecond or [piritual advent ; and that his works and miracles in 
the flefh were but types of his myfterious operations in the fpirit. 
Hilary repeatedly fays, that Jelus’s works were fignificative and 
predictive 4 future myltericus operations. Origen alfo fays, 
that the perfection ot chriftianity confifts in the myftical inter- 
pretation of the old and new teltament, of the hiftorical as well 
as other parts of it; and that the literal interpreters of the law, 
run into infidelity and vain fuperflitions. And Auguillin {peaks 
of a great fptritual genius who was to come into the world, and 
who, by his fpiritual int erpretation 0 f the law, was to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children. Other teftimony upon 
this fubje& from Barnabas and others, may alfo be feen adduced, 
by the author of the preface to the Arcana Celeftia. Many ex- 
amples of their fpiritual interpretations of {cripture, particularly 
of the miracles of Chrift, may lik ewile be adduced, but what 
has been faid is fufficient to fhew, that the primitive chrillians 
did not reft merely in the letter of {¢ ripture, but that their views 
were elevated tofomething higher or more interior ; and altho’ 
their interpretations are not exactly the fame as thofe cf the mef- 
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fenger of the New Jerufalem verifies, which, for the want ¢f the 
fcie once of correfpondencies, could not be expected, yet it is pleaf- 
ing to obferve how wonderfully they harmonize and agree with 
his explanations. 

From the above obfervations it may be evident, that ee doc- 
trine of the Lord and the fpirituality of the facred {criptures, 
has been taught in a meature, from the earlieft ages of chriftian- 
ity, by the belt and moft pious men, and that it is built upon 
the foundations of the prophets and apoftles. Yet it may juftly 
be maintained, that the light and power of divine truth m the 
prefent new difpenfation is far fuperior to all that preceded, juft 
as the light of the noonday jun js to the faint glimmering of the 
moon and ftars, For as it is with the gradual increafe of nat- 
ural light, from the fhadows of the evening to the full bright- 
nefs of day ; fo it is with the fpiritual light of revelation, which 
in one period is clouded with the fhades and un ertainty arifing 
from types and figures, and in a fucceeding period fhines with 
ail the fplendor of naked, genuine truth. ‘That fuch a grada- 
tion of divine light and power has a¢tually taken place is evident 
even from the cafe of the apoftles themfelves, who on the day 
of Pentecoft received a greater portion of the Holy Ghoft, than 
had already been breathed on them by our Lord, when he faid, 
* Receive ye the Holy Ghoft,” John xx. 22. And that a fiill 
greater meafure of divine illumiraticn was to fucceed in the 
church, than was experienced by either prophets og apotftles, is 
pia’: from the whole tenor of fcripture but particularly from 
our Lord’s own words in the gofpels, when fpeaking of his fees 
ond advent, and in the Revelation of John, which treats of the 
New ferufalem. 
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HYMN S. : 


On the focond advert of Fefus Chrift, the only God of Angels and mer. 
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> The fun of love no longer fhines, 
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The lars, or heaheuls truths, decline, 
The church is funk in night. 
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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE EROM INDIA. 


[The following, although a little out of Cott fay’ ae it étniains Some ar- 
titwhars not before communicated, will. be'read swith auch intercft b9 
all who wifh for the {pread of the Redeemer’ s: Re 






Extraét of a Letter from the Rev. Bri@ay eet, 40the 
Rev. Mr. Wituiams, of New- YOrt: a: ee Sa. ; 
eutta, December 18, 1807. See Hk Pe 

My dear Brother, es I ay . ze ee 


\ ARIOUS have been the dealing gage God) 
and all my brethren within the laft year. Wéemaverb 
unexampled affiftance in our work, and we havedikewaifeses 
enced unexampled hindrances. Our efforts have *tege meme 
compared with our fituation, and our fuccefs has-been Sa 
varied. Yet through the mercy of God we coptinme ti | the! a 
prefent day, and firll bear a feeble teftrmony to’ e 
rrace. | 

The Lord has wonderfully flirred up the whole re gious woud, 0, 
of every denomination, to favour the work in which we-are en: ) 
gagéd, and to contribute pecuniary afiiftaneéto a large amount. 
Our American friends have a fpeciai-claim upon our gratitudean 
this refpect, and will, we hope, have the.confolation “+ caring: the 

ratefui ac knewledgments of thoufands in glory, to whora the 
word of God (t@thetranflation of which they have contributed > 
has been precious; even his power unto falvation. The willing. : 
offerings which have been made towards the ereion of this, = Y 
Tabernacle, éonvinee us that the filver and tie gold are, the 
Lord’s, and encotfage us to go on with ovr svork 
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